Final Exam, L641, 2007
Here is a set of questions. Your answers to all 5 are due Tues, Dec 11 and your project paper is due Thursday, Dec 13.
1. What is the incomplete neutralization phenomenon and why is a problem for the traditional, segment-based theory of phonology?

2. What are the requirements for a formal system (such as a formal linguistic description of a language)  and what does this imply for speech cues?  In what way do the apriori assumptions about formal phonetic (or phonological) segments make a theory about stops very difficult for Jakobson-Fant-Halle and Stevens-Blumstein?
3. Describe some recent results regarding early language acquisition (eg, in the first year of life).  To what degree do these results support the traditional Chomsky-Halle view of the acquisition of basic speech sound production and perception?
4. Explain how the mass-spring model helps us understand how the complexity of muscle and joint control can be simplified to a small number of degrees of freedom.   What is a coordinative structure and what evidence is there for them?
5. Review as many arguments as you can for Port’s claim that phonological representations of words are rich and detailed (think of stop cues, VOT, V perception, incomplete neutralization and other sound type studied this semester).

